the

Terrestrial Biodiversity Theme BIOD'VERSITY

Vanderkloof Solar and BESS Projects company

8.7

Appendix G: Specialist Declaration of Independence

|, Gareth Walker, declare that:

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

| will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this resuits in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing
such work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed
activity;

| will comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legislation;
| have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

| undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 71 and is punishable in
terms of Section 24F of the Act.

Gareth Walker

Biodiversity Specialist

The Biodiversity Company
May 2024

www.thebiodiversitycompany.com

143



the

Terrestrial Biodiversity Theme BI ODIVERSITY

Vanderkloof Solar and BESS Projects company

|, Sarah Newman, declare that:

)

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing
such work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed
activity;

I will comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legisiation;
I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 71 and is punishable in
terms of Section 24F of the Act.

—

Sarah Newman

Terrestrial Ecologist

The Biodiversity Company

May 2024

www.thebiodiversitycompany.com
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the

Terrestrial Biodiversity Theme BIOD'VERSITY

Vanderkloof Solar and BESS Projects

company

|, Andrew Husted, declare that:

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing
such work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed
activity;

| will comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legislation;
[ have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

| undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potentia] of influencing any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 71 and is punishable in
terms of Section 24F of the Act.

Andrew Husted

Ecologist

The Biodiversity Company

May 2024

www.thebiodiversitycompany.com
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Avifauna Theme 1E(_iODIVERSI-I-Y

Vanderkloof PV and BESS projects

9.5

Appendix E: Specialist Declaration of Independence

I, Lindi Steyn, declare that:

o

'

| act as the independent specialist in this application;

| will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in
views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing
such work;

I have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed
activity;

I will comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legislation;

I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

| undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in
my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be
taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and the objectivity of any
report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 71 and is punishable in
terms of Section 24F of the Act.

Dr Lindi Steyn

Ecologist

The Biodiversity Company

January 2025

www.thebiodiversitycompany.com
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SPECIALIST REPORT DETAILS

This report has been prepared as per the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations
and the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998), any subsequent amendments and any
relevant National and / or Provincial Policies related to biodiversity assessments. This also includes the
minimum requirements as stipulated in the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), as amended in Water Use
Licence Application and Appeals Regulations, 2017 Government Notice R267 in Government Gazette 40713
dated 24 March 2017, which includes the minimum requirements for a Wetland Delineation/ Aquatic Report.

Report prepared by: Dr. Brian Colloty Pr.Sci.Nat. {(Ecology) / Member SAEIES and Wetland Society of South
Africa.

Expertise / Field of Study: BSc (Hons) Zoology, MSc Botany (Rivers), Ph.D Botany Conservation Importance
rating, and has worked as an independent consulting specialist from 1996 to present.

|, Dr. Brian Michael Colloty declare that this report has been prepared independently of any influence or
prejudice as may be specified by the National Department of Environmental Affairs and or Department of
Water and Sanitation

Signed:... &‘-—*—-‘—

fnea Date:...6 March 2025............

This document contains intellectual property and proprietary information that is protected by copyright in
favour of EnviroSci (Pty) Ltd. The document may therefore not be reproduced, or used without the prior
written consent of EnviroSci (Pty) Ltd. This document is prepared exclusively for Cape EAPrac and their client
{(“the Applicant”) and is subject to all confidentiality, copyright, trade secrets, and intellectual property law
and practices of SOUTH AFRICA



HIA — Vanderkloof PV and BESS

March 2025

Declaration of Independence

Specialist Name Lara Lucija Kraljevi¢
Declaration of | | declare, as a specialist appointed in terms of the National Environmental
Independence Management Act (Act No 107 of 1998) and the associated 2014

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (as amended), that I

| act as an independent specialist in this application;

| will perform the work relating to the application in an objective
manner, even if this results in views and findings that are not
favourabie to the applicant;

| declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my
objectivity in performing such work;

| have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this
application, including knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any
guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity;

| will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable
legislation;

| have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the
undertaking of the activity;

| undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority
all material information in my possession that reasonably has or may
have the potential of influencing - any decision to be taken with
respect to the application by the competent authority; and - the
objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself
for submission to the competent authority;

All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;
and

| realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48
and is punishable in terms of section 49 A of the Act.

Signature

Date

09/03/2025

a) Expertise of the specialist

Lara Kraljevié completed her masters in archaeology at the University of Pretoria specialising in chemical
and mineralogical studies of Iron Age ceramics. Lara is an accredited member of the Association of South
African Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) (#661). She has co-authored over 100 impact assessments
in Gauteng, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Northern Cape, Eastern Cape, and North West Provinces in South

Africa.

BEYOND HERITAGE

©)

Beyond




§2<l forestry, fisheries
=% & the environment

Department:
Farestry, Fisheries and the Environment
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Pretoria, 0002 Tel: +27 12 399 9000, Fax: +27 86 625 1042

APPENDIX 2: SPECIALIST DECLARATION FORM AUGUST 2023

Specialist Declaration form for assessments undertaken for application for authorisation in terms of
the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended and the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended (the Regulations)
REPORT TITLE: SITE SENSITIVITY VERIFICATION AND AGRICULTURAL COMPLIANCE
STATEMENT FOR THE VANDERKLOOF SOLAR PV & BESS NEAR LUCKOFF, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

Kindly note the following:

1. This form must always be used for assessment that are in support of
applications that must be subjected to Basic Assessment or Scoping & Environmental
Impact Reporting, where this Department is the Competent Authority.

2. This form is current as of August 2023. It is the responsibility of the Applicant
!/ Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to ascertain whether subsequent
versions of the form have been published or produced by the Competent Authority.
The latest available Departmental templates are available at
https://www.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms.

3. An electronic copy of the signed declaration form must be appended to all
Draft and Final Reports submitted to the department for consideration.
4, The specialist must be aware of and comply with ‘the Procedures for the

assessment and minimum criteria for reporting on identified environmental themes in
terms of sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the act, when applying for environmental
authorisation - GN 320/2020)', where applicable.

1. SPECIALIST INFORMATION

Title of Specialist Assessment Agricultural Assessment

Specialist Company Name SoilZA (sole proprietor)

Specialist Name Johann Lanz

Specialist Identity Number 6607045174089

Specialist Qualifications: M.Sc. (Environmental Geochemistry)

Professional affiliation/registration:  [Registered Professional Natural Scientist (Pr.Sci.Nat.) Reg.
no. 400268/12
Member of the Soil Science Society of South Africa

Physical address: 1a Wolfe Street, Wynberg, Cape Town, 7800
Postal address: 1a Wolfe Street, Wynberg, Cape Town, 7800
Telephone Not applicable

Cell phone +27 82 927 9018

E-mail johann@soilza.co.za
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2. DECLARATION BY THE SPECIALIST

I, Johann Lanz declare that —

e | act as the independent specialist in this application;

e | am aware of the procedures and requirements for the assessment and minimum criteria for
reporting on identified environmental themes in terms of sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of
the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998, as amended, when applying for
environmental authorisation which were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20
March 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”) and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020.

o | will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results
in views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant;

e | declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing
such work;

e | have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including
knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed
activity;

¢ | will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation;

* | have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity;

¢ | undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information
in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing —
= any decision to be taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and;
= the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission

to the competent authority;

e All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and

e | realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 and is punishable in
terms of section 24F of the NEMA Act.

/

/

Signature of the Specialist

SoilZA (sole proprietor)

Name of Company:

18 February 2025
Date
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1 DFFE SPECIALIST REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
1.1 Specialist declaration of independence

The DFFE specialist declaration of independence has been signed and provided to the
EAP. The following personal declaration of independence has relevance.

Table 1. Specialist declaration of independence.

All intellectual property rights and copyright associated with VRM Africa’s services are
reserved, and project deliverables, including electronic copies of reports, maps, data,
shape files and photographs, may not be modified or incorporated into subsequent
reports in any form, or by any means, without the written consent of the author. Reference
must be made to this report, should the results, recommendations or conclusions in this
report be used in subsequent documentation. Any comments on the draft copy of the
Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) must be put in writing. Any recommendations,
statements or conclusions drawn from, or based upon, this report, must make reference
toit.

This document was completed by Silver Solutions 887 cc trading as VRM Africa, a Visual
Impact Study and Mapping organisation located in George, South Africa. VRM Africa cc
was appointed as an independent professional visual impact practitioner to facilitate this
VIA.

I, Stephen Stead, hereby declare that VRM Africa, an independent consulting firm, has

no interest or personal gain in this project whatsoever, except receiving fair payment for
rendering an independent professional service.

| B -' 1
~ k.’: e

Stephen Stead
APHP accredited VIA Specialist

1.2  Site Sensitivity Verification

In order to assess the site sensitivity pertaining to landscape and visual resources, a site
visit was undertaken on 10 June 2023. During the survey, photographs and comments
were recorded and can be viewed in Annexure A, with the associated map of the survey
points as well as the survey tracks. The following maps and tables outline the risks as
informed by DFFE Screening Tool as well as the site visit.

In terms of Part A of the Assessment Protocols published in GN 320 on 20 March 2020,
site sensitivity verification is required relevant to the DFFE Screening Tool. As indicated in
Figure 1 below, the Map of Relative Landscape (Solar).

Vanderkloof PVSEF VIA



1.5 SPECIALIST DETAILS

Tony Barbour, lead author of this report, is an independent specialist with 30 years’
experience in the field of environmental management. In terms of SIA experience Tony
Barbour has undertaken in the region of 350 SIAs and is the author of the Guidelines for
Social Impact Assessments for EIA’s adopted by the Department of Environmental Affairs
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) in the Western Cape in 2007. Annexure C contains
a copy of Tony Barbour's CV.

1.6 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

This confirms that Tony Barbour, the specialist consultant responsible for undertaking
the study and preparing the SIA Report, is independent and does not have any vested
or financial interests in the proposed power line being either approved or rejected.
Annexure D contains a signed declaration of independence.

1.7 REPORT STUCTURE

The report is divided into five sections, namely:

Section 1: Introduction.

Section 2: Summary of key policy and planning documents.
Section 3: Overview of the study area.

Section 4: Identification and assessment of key social issues.
Section 5: Summary of key findings and recommendations.
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2. Declaration of independence and summary of expertise.

a. Declaration
This report has been compiled by Professor Marion Bamford, of the University of the
Witwatersrand, sub-contracted by Beyond Heritage (Pty) Ltd, Modimolle, South Africa.
The views expressed in this report are entirely those of the author and no other interest
was displayed during the decision-making process for the Project.

Specialist: Prof Marion Bamford

Signature: ——

b. Expertise
The Palaeontologist Consultant: Prof Marion Bamford
Qualifications: PhD (Wits Univ, 1990); FRSSAf, mASSAf, PSSA
Experience: 36 years research and lecturing in Palaeontology; over 28 years PIA studies
and over 450 projects completed.

C. Specialist declaration of independence and statement of objectivity for the
assessment.

Declaration of Independence
I, Marion Bamford, declare that -
General declaration:

e Jactas the independent palaeontology practitioner in this application,

e [ will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if
this results in views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant,

e Ideclare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in
performing such work,

e [ have expertise in conducting palaeontological impact assessments, including
knowledge of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the
proposed activity;

e ] will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation,

e I will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in section 38 of
the NHRA when preparing the application and any report relating to the
application,

¢ [have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the
activity,

¢ lundertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material
information in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of
influencing - any decision to be taken with respect to the application by the
competent authority; and - the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be
prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority,

e [ will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the
application is distributed or made available to interested and affected parties

Bamford - Vanderkloof PV & BESS - PIA



