
From: BC Admin
To: Louise-Mari van Zyl
Cc: MMatlala Rabothata
Subject: RE: Draft MMP Bigai Wetland Maintenance Management Plan for COMMENT
Date: Tuesday, 03 October 2023 08:39:51
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Dear Sir/Madam

DFFE Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation hereby acknowledge receipt of the invitation to
review and comment on the project mentioned on the subject line. Kindly note that the project
has been allocated to Mrs M Rabothata (Copied on this email). In addition, kindly share the
shapefiles of the development footprints/application site with the Case Officers.

Please note: All Public Participation Process documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and
any other Biodiversity EIA queries must be submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity
Conservation at Email: BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za for attention of Mr Seoka Lekota

Regards,
Tebego

From: Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 26 September 2023 13:45
To: DEADP-EIAAdmin George <DEADPEIAAdmin.George@westerncape.gov.za>; Danie
Swanepoel <Danie.Swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za>; Ieptieshaam Bekko
<Ieptieshaam.Bekko@westerncape.gov.za>; Megan Simons <msimons@capenature.co.za>; Colin
Fordham <landuseadvicesouth@capenature.co.za>; BC Admin <bcadmin@dffe.gov.za>; Rofhiwa
Magodi <RMagodi@dffe.gov.za>; Tshwanelo Leballo <tleballo@dffe.gov.za>; 'Maretha Alant'
<maretha.alant@sanparks.org>; Mercia J Liddle <Mercia.Liddle@westerncape.gov.za>; Owen
Govender <owen.govender@sanparks.org>; Megan Taplin <megan.taplin@sanparks.org>
Subject: Draft MMP Bigai Wetland Maintenance Management Plan for COMMENT

Good Afternoon,

RE: REQUEST FOR COMMENT ON THE BIGAI WETLAND MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT PLAN,
KNYSNA MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Your attention is drawn to the attached MMP for the Bigain Wetland in Knysna. 

The Bigai Wetland runs through a portion of Knysna, bordering and including the Knysna
Municipal Golf Club.  It is a small catchment area.  Historical and continued development along
this catchment has resulted in (A) an increase in hardened surfaces which equates to an increase
in stormwater runoff volumes and (B) there has been substantial erosion in this catchment area
resulting in siltation and sediment blocking existing culverts and stormwater channels in the
wetland.  The system feeds into the Knysna Estuary and it is important that its function of
providing freshwater to the Estuary is maintained (currently the blockages are compromising this
function).
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As a result, culverts and stormwater channels in the wetland are blocked (either by vegetation
growth or sediment), resulting in chronic flooding which has increased over time.  Some of the
streets within this study area is permanently inundated with water resulting in tremendous
challenges to residents and municipal workers alike who has to traverse these streets on a daily
basis.  This MMP is ONLY for the clearing of culverts/existing stormwater channels in the
wetland.  The majority of work will be done by hand with some areas requiring minimal
machinery to excavate material.

The recommended maintenance work does not involve the development of any new
infrastructure or structures.  In summary, Table 9 of the draft MMP stipulates each of the areas
(culverts) that must be cleaned out, along with their coordinates (these are also all mapped) and
the necessary work methods and mitigation measures.

This document is in draft format and has been compiled by Confluent Consulting on behalf of the
Knysna Municipality (as the landowner and Applicant).  Confluent Consulting in turn requested
that Cape EAPrac assist with the stakeholder engagement process prior to submission of the
Final MMP to the National Department of Fisheries, Forestry & Environmental Affairs (DFFE) for
decision-making.

During consultation with the DFFE, the Case Officer requested that the draft MMP be distributed
to Key Stakeholders (Authorities) ahead of the official 30-day commenting period to allow some
additional time for Authorities to review and submit comment on this draft document.

The DFFE has highlighted the importance, to them, of having your comment (if applicable) to
inform their decision-making process.



You will also be receiving the official (30-day) commenting period day notice, which will contain
the last day (date) for submission of comments.  In the interim however please do take some
time to consider this MMP and should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact
me directly.

Considering the recent flooding over the weekend, the Municipality urgently needs to conduct
the maintenance work as stipulated in this MMP.  Your input is therefore requested at your
earliest convenience.

Kind regards / Met Vriendelike Groete,
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From: Louise-Mari van Zyl
To: Administrator Eco Justice Partnership; pbooth@knysna.gov.za
Subject: RE: REGISTRATION AS A RI&AP : Knysna MMP -Bigai Wetland System Formal Complaint et al.
Date: Friday, 03 November 2023 14:10:00

Good Afternoon Mr Burns,

RE: CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION AND RECEIPT OF COMMENT, BIGAI WETLAND SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE

Thank you kindly for sending through below submission. 

I can confirm that the details of the stakeholders listed in your submission have been entered to our database,
but I do notice that the contact details provided are incomplete.  It will be highly appreciated if you can please
provide complete contact details in the form of an email address, or postal address for said stakeholders, to
ensure that we can send written correspondence to these stakeholders also and can complete the stakeholder
register.

I further notice that you have already copied Mrs Booth from the Municipality and will await feedback from her
office with regards to the work the Municipality’s has undertaken in terms of their Section 30A Emergency
Directive. 

The MMP is specific to low key maintenance activities that is intended to alleviate flooding experienced in
identified areas (cleaning out of culverts / stormwater channel / associated removal of vegetation to achieve said
clearing).  The Emergency Directive is separate from the MMP, but does not replace the MMP as the latter is
intended for short as well as medium maintenance of the infrastructure identified in the MMP, whereas the
Municipality obtained an emergency Directive for work they deemed urgent.

I can confirm that we also notified the Case Officer responsible for considering the MMP, of the Directive
issued by the Department, to ensure transparency.

As soon as I receive the Municipality’s feedback on the work/tender for their Directive which you point out in
your submission, I’ll be in a better position to provide a more accurate response to your submission.

Kind regards / Met Vriendelike Groete,
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From: Administrator Eco Justice Partnership <ecojustice.inc@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 2, 2023 3:39 PM
To: Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za>; pbooth@knysna.gov.za
Subject: REGISTRATION AS A RI&AP : Knysna MMP -Bigai Wetland System Formal Complaint et al.

Dear Louise-Mari van Zyl  Without Prejudice

Good day

Re: Registration as an Interested and Affected Party with respect to the MMP-Bigai Wetland System
Application DFFE Ref 2023-08-007 WUL Ref. WU30915

The above refers:

1. Kindly register the following interested parties;  E R Steele, M J Steele and J T Steele  as interested and
affected parties.re <http://parties.re> : abutting and/or aligned property owners of Erf 2176 Knysna, 45 Howard
Street, Hunters Home, Knysna , Tel: 063 924 3241.

2. Kindly register P Burns. Erf 2176 Knysna,  45 Howard Street, Hunters Home, Knysna, Tel: 063 924 3241

Comments:

Kindly note the following prima facie contraventions having occurred and/ or currently in practice  during the
commenting period window that closes 13 November 2023:-

1. It is alleged, herewith, that Knysna Municipality has commenced activities using heavy machinery to
reshape earth embankments in the Howard Street road reserve and central river channel off Howard Street -at
the intersection of the main stream central channel and under road culverts-, as of approx. 13H00, 02 November
2023. Photographic evidence of both vehicles and personnel involved together with  witnesses to the activities
has been documented.

2. Kindly note that the Knysna Municipality, has published and called for a tender RFQ250/2023/24 as of
13/10/2023 and closed out on 20/10/2023 re: 'Appointment of a freshwater Consultant for the removal of silt
and thinning of reeds in the reeds bed between Howard Street and Wilson Street according to S30 A Directive'
with facilitator P. Booth fulfilling a role as the Knysna Municipality representative.( emphasis of the writer)

Whereas,
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It is noted with concern;-

2.1  the above recorded contraventions -perceived or actual- raises numerous issues vis-a-vis; conflict of
interest,  legality of the MMP, actual or potential contraventions of the NEMA regulations, actual or potential
contraventions in the advertised Listing Notice content, and EAP practices pursuant to the procedural
requirements, inclusive of the NEMA Public Participation content and practice prerequisites.

2.2 a record of 'silt' being recorded in the tender  without an assigned volume. We note the advertised Listing
Notice specifications do not refer to any soil or silt being considered in the MMP application process or subject
to  NEMA listing regulations.

2.3  the tender has been published  with the content already determined and/or the scope of work to be assigned
to the contractor  to be defined,  before the end of the commenting period. The ability to provide valid bona fide
commentary has, unfortunately, been denied to  I&APs. Refer to Knysna's : Tender Portal.

2.4 Comments are not exhaustive of the above recorded issues and will be developed accordingly- inclusive of
the EAP's comments on the above issues.

3. We reserve fully all our respective legal rights.

I respectfully request that you investigate the following comments and issues. The EAP is respectfully requested
to practice  legality doctrine in attending to the recorded issues and make apparent the necessary  disclosures.
We respectfully request that you  record with us any comments you may have.

Sincerely

Philip Burns



From: Pamela Booth
To: Administrator Eco Justice Partnership; Louise-Mari van Zyl
Subject: RE: REGISTRATION AS A RI&AP : Knysna MMP -Bigai Wetland System Formal Complaint et al.
Date: Monday, 06 November 2023 08:03:13
Attachments: 0.jpg

14-7-6-2-4-6-103.pdf

Dear Louise-Mari and Mr Burns

Please find attached a S30A directive issued by the Directorate Integrated Environmental
Authorisations, DFFE.

Compliance inspections will take place in the last week of November.

Mr Burns is welcome to participate.

RFQ for aquatic scientist for selective clearing of reeds will be evaluated this week. Work to
commence within two weeks.

Pam

Pam Booth Manager:Environmental Planning
P O Box 21. Knysna. 6570. Western Cape. South Africa

Tel +27 (0)44 302 6300 (switchboard) or 302 6317 (direct)

Cell 060 9986967

email:pbooth@knysna.gov.za

From: Administrator Eco Justice Partnership <ecojustice.inc@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, 02 November 2023 15:39
To: louise@cape-eaprac.co.za; Pamela Booth <pbooth@knysna.gov.za>
Subject: REGISTRATION AS A RI&AP : Knysna MMP -Bigai Wetland System Formal Complaint et
al.

Dear Louise-Mari van Zyl 
 Without Prejudice

Good day

Re: Registration as an Interested and Affected Party with respect to the MMP-Bigai
Wetland System Application DFFE Ref 2023-08-007 WUL Ref. WU30915

The above refers:

1. Kindly register the following interested parties;  E R Steele, M J Steele and J T Steele
as interested and affected parties.re: abutting and/or aligned property owners of Erf 2176
Knysna, 45 Howard Street, Hunters Home, Knysna , Tel: 063 924 3241.
2. Kindly register P Burns. Erf 2176 Knysna,  45 Howard Street, Hunters Home, Knysna,
Tel: 063 924 3241
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` 
DFFE Reference: 14/7/6/2/4/6/103 


Enquiries: Mr Sabelo Malaza 
Telephone: (012) 399 8792 Cell phone: 082 944 7804 E-mail: smalaza@dffe.gov.za  


 
Ms Pamela Booth  
Knysna Municipality 
P O Box 21 
KNYSNA 
6570 
 
Telephone Number: (044) 302 6317 
Cell phone Number: (060) 998 6967 
Email Address:  pbooth@knysna.gov.za 
 
PER E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms. Booth 
 
CONFIRMATION OF A VERBAL DIRECTIVE ISSUED IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A(1) OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT NO 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”), REGULATION 8(3) OF 
THE REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED WHEN ORAL REQUESTS ARE 
MADE IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A IN RESPECT OF THE UNDERTAKING OF LISTED & SPECIFIED 
ACTIVITIES PREVENTION, CONTAINMENT OR MITIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF AN EMERGENCY 
SITUATION FOR EMEGERCY REPAIR WORKS OF KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY INFRASTRUCTURES 
DAMAGED BY STORM THAT TOOK PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 2023, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE. 
 
(a) INTRODUCTION 
 
1. We refer to the following:  


1.1 The S30A application submitted to this Department on Wednesday, 04 October 2023 at 10:28; 
1.2 The Departments email requesting additional information on Wednesday, 04 October 2023 at 11:35; 
1.3 The additional information received by the Department on Wednesday, 04 October 2023 at 15:39; 
1.4 Site visit conducted on the 05 and 06 October 2023; 
1.5 Department’s email requesting further additional information on 06 October 2023 at 18:12; 
1.6 The additional information received by the Department on Monday, 09 October 2023 at 13:52; 
1.7 The telephonic verbal directive issued by Mr. Sabelo Malaza on Monday, 09 October 2023 at 15:14, 


to Ms Pamela Booth of Knysna Municipality, to undertake the listed and specified activities; and, 
1.8 The Department’s email on Tuesday, 10 October 2023 at 11:25, confirming the telephonic verbal 


directive issued by Mr. Sabelo Malaza on Monday, 09 October 2023, to Ms Pamela Booth of Knysna 
Municipality, to undertake the listed and specified activities. 


 
2. According to the information submitted by Ms Pamela Booth, the situation which gave rise to the oral 


request for a verbal directive received by this Department was that, on the weekend of the 16th – 18th of 
September 2023 a level 9 storm warning was issued for the Southern Cape with exceptionally high tides, 
strong winds and rough water conditions. This was followed by a level 9 storm warning of disruptive rain 
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for the Garden Route district on the 24 September 2023. The combined impact of tidal action and heavy 
rain resulted in damage to coastal and estuarine infrastructure and localised flooding in low lying areas.  
 


3. The nature, scope and possible impacts of the emergency situation are, according to Knysna Municipality 
as follows:  


 
A Level 9 storm warning issued for the weekend of the 16th – 19th September with extreme wave run-ups 
along the southern cape coast which followed by intense rainfall events on the 25th and 26th September 
2023. The combined storm surge and rainfall impacted hard infrastructure installations including:  
 


• The overhead electrical line situated in the estuary adjacent to the N2: 
11kv overhead kV line that was inundated and compromised by the storm needs to be removed from 
estuary and relocated to opposite side of the road in trenches. It will be dangerous to the public and 
to the receiving environment if it is damaged any further or even dislodged in the next storm;  
 


• Storm-water infrastructure in the estuarine functional zone: 
Storm-water culverts and pipes need to be cleared of accumulated silt washed down during the 
rainfall events. A Maintenance Management Plan for these activities was submitted to the DFFE and 
a WULA to the BGCMA prior to the storm (July 2023) and we are awaiting feedback. The draft MMP 
is attached as supporting evidence. However the storm has increased the urgency as the flood 
damage is now extensive and presents a severe health and safety risk for drivers and pedestrians; 
 


• Reed beds adjacent to storm water culverts and pipes in the estuarine functional zone: 
The only risk of the impact on the environment as a result of the storm event is that the reed beds will 
become stagnant if the water is not allowed to move more freely through them. Nutrient accumulation 
will make them more and more dense, and less water will progress to the estuary 
 


• Pedestrian access to Brenton beach:  
This is the only pedestrian access boardwalk to Brenton Beach. Beachgoers risk injuring themselves 
trying to access the beach via the steep, unsupported sand dune where the boardwalk used to be. 
The damaged boardwalk will be removed and the Loffelstein indicated in the photo below will be 
extended along the dune as a stabilization measure upon which the new path will be constructed. 
 


4. Based on paragraph 3 above, Knysna Municipality will have to carry out the following works and due to 
the urgency of the matter an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in terms of the EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended cannot be conducted: 
 
The proposed works include: 
 


• Replacement of the overhead 11kv line in the estuary with underground cables to prevent the poles 
from falling over 


• Cleaning of stormwater infrastructure in the low-lying areas of Hunters Home to prevent further 
localised flooding. 


• Selective removal of reeds and silt from the reed beds adjacent to the storm water infrastructure to 
prevent further localised flooding. 


• Replacement of the boardwalk access to Brenton on Sea beach.  
  







Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 


 


DFFE Reference: 14/7/6/2/4/6/103    3 
CONFIRMATION OF A VERBAL DIRECTIVE ISSUED IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A(1) OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
ACT, 1998 (ACT NO 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”), REGULATION 8(3) OF THE REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED 
WHEN ORAL REQUESTS ARE MADE IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A IN RESPECT OF THE UNDERTAKING OF LISTED & SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES 
PREVENTION, CONTAINMENT OR MITIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF AN EMERGENCY SITUATION FOR EMEGERCY REPAIR WORKS OF 
KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY INFRASTRUCTURES DAMAGED BY STORM THAT TOOK PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 2023, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 


5. The proposed rehabilitation measures as indicated in the submitted documents aim to address the 
following: 


 


ASPECT OF THE EMERGENCY EACH 
MEASURE SEEKS TO ADDRESS 


HOW THE MEASURE ADDRESSES THE 
EMERGENCY 


The exceptionally high tide and strong wave action 
undermined the existing poles carrying the 11kv 
overhead lines which need to be removed. 


Poles and lines will be removed from the estuary and 
replaced with underground cables on the road verge 
adjacent. Permanent solution. 


The disruptive rain led to localised flooding of 
Howard and Wilson streets due to accumulated 
debris in culverts and pipes which need to be 
cleaned. 


Clearing the stormwater culverts of accumulated 
debris, silt and vegetation will improve drainage of 
the flooded area. 


The disruptive rain that led to localised flooding 
was exacerbated by the dense reed Beds between 
Howard and Wilson streets; the reed beds need to 
be thinned out. 


Selective clearing of reeds and silt from the reed bed 
will improve flow in the low lying area and prevent 
further flooding.  


Exceptional high tide and wave action destroyed 
the lower portion of the boardwalk which needs to 
be replaced. 


The boardwalk will be replaced. 


 
6. The measures to prevent or to contain the emergency situation or to prevent, contain or mitigate the effects 


of the emergency situation are as follows:  
 


On Monday, 09 October 2023 at 15:14 Knysna Municipality has been verbally instructed to adhere to the 
mitigation measures contained in the document titled ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMPr) 
KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY STORM DAMAGE SEPTEMBER 2023. 
 


7. Based on the information at the DFFE’s disposal, the following activity listed pursuant to section 24(2)(a) 
of the National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998 (“NEMA”) (as amended) in Listing Notice 1 
and 3 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (as amended) (EIA Regulations) will be 
triggered: 
 


Listed Activity 


Listing Notice 1, Item 19 
 
“The infilling or depositing of any material of more than 10 cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, 
removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than 10 cubic metres from a 
watercourse.” 


Listing Notice 1, Item 19A 
 
“The infilling or depositing of any material of more than 5 cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, 
removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than 5 cubic metres from- 
 
(ii) The littoral active zone, an estuary or a distance of 100 metres inland of the high water mark of the 
sea or an estuary, whichever distance is the greater” 


Listing Notice 1, Activity 52:  
 
“The expansion of structures in the coastal public property where the development footprint will be 
increased by more than 50 square metres;” 
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(b) DIRECTIVE  
 
I, Vusi Skosana, in my capacity as Acting Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations duly delegated 
by the DG, in the employment of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment having considered the 
information submitted orally by the applicant and confirmed in writing, hereby issue Ms Pamela Booth of Knysna 
Municipality duly represented by yourself in your capacity as Environmental Manager with written confirmation 
of the verbal directive issued on Monday, 09 October 2023 at 15:14 to Ms Pamela Booth a representtive of 
Knysna Municipality, including the terms and conditions set out below as well as included in Annexure A to this 
written confirmation. 
 
I further confirm that you may commence with the listed and specified activities as outlined in point 7 above. 
 
The listed and specified activities authorised herein for the abovementioned project is to be undertaken 
exclusively in response to the emergency situation described above and in compliance with the requirements of 
the directive and the conditions set out in Annexure A. 
 
As per the information provided, the location of the emergency is as per the coordinates below: 
 


 Emergency situation GPS degrees 


1 11kv overhead line 22.988 


-34.032 


2 Storm water infrastructure 23.080 


-34.058 


3 Reed beds 23.080  to  23.075 


-34.059     -34.061 


4 Walkway 23.019  


-34.073 


 
PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS 


 
In terms of the legislation, you are entitled to appeal this directive in terms of section 43 of NEMA. 
 
Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to: 
 
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below-mentioned addresses.  
 
By email: appeals@dffe.gov.za  
 
By hand: Environment House 


473 Steve Biko Road 
Arcadia 
PRETORIA 
0083 or 


 
By post:  Private Bag X447 


PRETORIA 
0001 







Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 


 


DFFE Reference: 14/7/6/2/4/6/103    5 
CONFIRMATION OF A VERBAL DIRECTIVE ISSUED IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A(1) OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
ACT, 1998 (ACT NO 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”), REGULATION 8(3) OF THE REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED 
WHEN ORAL REQUESTS ARE MADE IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A IN RESPECT OF THE UNDERTAKING OF LISTED & SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES 
PREVENTION, CONTAINMENT OR MITIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF AN EMERGENCY SITUATION FOR EMEGERCY REPAIR WORKS OF 
KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY INFRASTRUCTURES DAMAGED BY STORM THAT TOOK PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 2023, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 


Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, 
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the directive, or any provision or condition attached thereto.  
 
Non-compliance with a condition of this directive is an offence in terms of section 49A(1)(g) and may result in 
criminal prosecution. On conviction, such non-compliance may result in a fine and/or imprisonment not 
exceeding R10 million and/or 10 years’ imprisonment.  
 
Any queries about the contents of this written confirmation of the verbal directive may be directed to the person 
indicated for enquires above.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 


 
Mr Vusi Skosana 
Acting Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Date: 13 October 2023 
 


cc: Jessica Christie Department of Environmental Affairs and 
Development Planning 


Email: Jessica.Christie@westerncape.gov.za 


 Dr Vanessa Weyer SANPARKS Email: vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com 


 Mr Loyiso Nondlebe Eastern Cape Department of Economic 
Development and Environmental Affairs 
(DEDEA) 


Email: loyiso.nondlebe@dedea.gov.za 


 Ms Boniswa Hene Department of Water and Sanitation Email: heneb@dws.gov.za 


 Mr Franz Scheepers DFFE: Sector Monitoring Email: FScheepers@dffe.gov.za 



mailto:vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com
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Annexure A 


 
CONFIRMATION OF A VERBAL DIRECTIVE ISSUED IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A(1) OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT NO 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”), REGULATION 8(3) OF 
THE REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED WHEN ORAL REQUESTS ARE 
MADE IN TERMS OF SECTION 30A IN RESPECT OF THE UNDERTAKING OF LISTED & SPECIFIED 
ACTIVITIES PREVENTION, CONTAINMENT OR MITIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF AN EMERGENCY 
SITUATION FOR EMEGERCY REPAIR WORKS OF KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY INFRASTRUCTURES 
DAMAGED BY STORM THAT TOOK PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 2023, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 
 
(a) SUSPENSIVE CONDITION 


 
1. In order to prevent or contain the emergency situation or to prevent, contain or mitigate the effects of the 


emergency situation, one or more of the authorised listed and specified activities referred to in Paragraph 
(b) of the directive, must be commenced with on or before 20 October 2023 at 17:00. In the event where 
one or more of the authorised listed and specified activities do not commence within the stipulated timeframe, 
the Section 30A verbal directive issued on Monday 09 October 2023 at 15:14, will be considered null and 
void ab initio and of no force and effect. In terms of section 49A(1)(a) read with section 24F(1)(a) of NEMA, 
it is an offence for any person to commence with any of the identified activities without an environmental 
authorisation issued by the relevant competent authority.  
 


(b) SPECIFIC CONDITIONS 
 


2. The authorised listed and specified activities, for the project outlined above referred to in Paragraph 8 above 
of this directive, must be completed before 30 January 2024 at 17:00. This directive, including the 
conditions thereto, which provides you with the authorisation to commence with; and undertake the 
abovementioned authorised listed and specified activities, will expire on 30 January 2024 at 17:00. The 
continuation of any such activities after 30 January 2024 at 17:00, will likely trigger the following identified 
activity and such continuation, without the required environmental authorisation, may constitute an offence 
in terms of section 49A(1)(a) read with section 24F(1)(a) of NEMA: 


 


Listing Notice 1, Item 32: 
“The continuation of any development where the environmental authorisation has lapsed and where the 
continuation of the development, after the date the environmental authorisation has lapsed, will meet the 
threshold of any activity or activities listed in this Notice, Listing Notice 2 of 2014 or Listing Notice 3 of 2014.” 


 
3. The holder of this directive must, before commencement of the listed and specified activities, appoint one or 


more internal Environmental Control Officer (ECO) to monitor and enforce compliance for the duration of the 
repair works. The holder may appoint an official permanently employed by Knysna Municipality except for 
Ms Pamela Booth. 


 
4. The holder of this directive must within 72 hours of commencement of the listed and specified activities, 


inform the Department in writing. The notification must be submitted to Mr Sabelo Malaza, 
SMalaza@dffe.gov.za, Ms Nyiko Nkosi, NNkosi@dffe.gov.za, Mr Vusi Skosana, and to 
directorcompliance@dffe.gov.za. 


 
5. The ECO appointed as per condition three (03) above must, from the onset of commencement as outlined 


in condition one (01) above, conduct monthly compliance inspections, until such time that the authorised 
activities have been concluded and all construction material and machinery have been removed from the 
said site.  
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6. The holder of this directive or ECO in condition three (03) above, must for the duration of this directive and 
rehabilitation works, submit a monthly compliance monitoring report to directorcompliance@dffe.gov.za. All 
submitted ECO reports must be dated and signed off by the appointed ECO. 


 
7. The holder of this directive or ECO in condition three (03) above, must inform the Departmental officials 


outlined in condition four (04) above as soon as the authorised activities have been concluded.  
 


8. The holder of this directive or ECO in condition three (03) above, must notify the DFFE official in condition 
four (04) above, within twenty-four (24) hours in writing, if any one or more conditions of this directive is not 
adhered to.  
 


9. Any notification in terms of condition eight (08) above must be accompanied by reasons for the non-
compliance, inclusive to immediate steps that will be taken to resolve the matter and prevent further non-
compliance.  
 


10. The impact management outcomes and impact management actions contained in the document titled 
(ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMPr) KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY STORM DAMAGE 
SEPTEMBER 2023) must be complied with.  
 


11. Where an amendment is required to the impact management actions stipulated in the document titled 
(ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMPr) KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY STORM DAMAGE 
SEPTEMBER 2023) such amendments may immediately be effected by the holder of the section 30A 
Directive without the endorsement of the DFFE, provided that the DFFE is informed within seven (07) 
calendar days of such an amendment. An electronic copy of the amended document must be submitted to 
the Compliance: Environmental Impact and Pollution directorate of this Department with the contact details 
outlined in condition four (04) above.  
 


12. The holder of the section 30A directive may not implement an amendment to the impact management actions 
in condition eleven (11) above, if such an amendment will result in a situation where the impact management 
outcomes will only be partially achieved or no longer achieved.  
 


13. Where an amendment to the impact management outcomes stipulated in in the document titled 
(ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMPr) KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY STORM DAMAGE 
SEPTEMBER 2023), is required, the DFFE must be formally requested to effect such an amendment. The 
holder of the section 30A directive may only commence with the implementation of an amendment of an 
impact management outcome once and in the event where such an amendment is effected in writing, by the 
Department.  
 


14. The construction camp, laydown areas, ablution facilities as well as site offices must be established within 
already disturbed areas.  


 
15. The holder of the directive must notify the relevant landowner(s) or person(s) in control of the land within 


forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of the written confirmation of the verbal directive. 
 


16. Two (02) copies of the directive and the EMP titled (ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMPr) 
KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY STORM DAMAGE SEPTEMBER 2023), must be available on site at all times. 


 
17. The holder of this directive must within twenty-four (24) hours of a request from any person who may be 


affected by this project, provide such person with a copy of the documentation in condition twenty-four (24) 
above.  
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18. Waste generated on site must, where appropriate, be managed in line with the waste hierarchy, including 
recycling, recovery, re-use, treatment, and disposal. In the event where disposal is the only appropriate 
option for waste management, waste must be disposed of at a duly authorised waste disposal facility. 


 
19. Should any heritage objects or sites of archaeological and cultural significance be discovered during the 


course of development, construction must cease immediately, and the discovery must be reported to 
SAHRA.  


 
20. Structures crossing streams must be located and constructed so that they do not decrease channel stability 


or increase water velocity.  
 


21. Should Species of Conservation Concern be identified during construction phase, the appointed ECO must 
use the appropriate mitigation measures to conserve or translocate them. 


 
22. Disturbed areas must be rehabilitated as soon as possible after construction with locally indigenous plants 


to enhance the conservation of existing natural vegetation on site.  
 


23. Concurrent rehabilitation and alien vegetation control program within all sensitive areas must be 
implemented. 


 
24. No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area may be utilised. 


 
25. Construction must include design measures that allow surface and subsurface movement of water along 


drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows. Drainage measures must promote 
the dissipation of storm water run-off. 


 
26. An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste minimisation and 


must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate. Any solid waste must be 
disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of Section 20 (b) of the National Environment Management Waste 
Act, 2008 (Act No.59 of 2008). 


 
(c) GENERAL  


 
27. This directive does not negate the need for Knysna Municipality and / or its agent, servant, contractor, sub-


contractor, employee, consultant, or person rendering a service to the holder of the directive to comply with 
other legislation. Necessary approval may be required from inter alia the Department of Water and Sanitation 
(DWS) should the proposed work encroach into watercourse and / or riverbanks. 
 


28. It is Knysna Municipality’s responsibility to determine which other authorisations, permits and / or licenses 
are required for the proposed work to be undertaken. 


 
29. You are strongly advised to familiarise yourself with the Regulations relating to the procedure to be followed 


when oral requests are made in terms of section 30A of NEMA, which includes the powers for this department 
to amend, suspend or revoke this directive. 


 
30. Section 28 of the NEMA remains applicable to all interventions to be implemented. Section 28(1) states the 


following:  
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NEMA Section 28(1) 
“Every person who causes, has caused or may cause significant pollution or degradation of the environment 
must take reasonable measures to prevent such pollution or degradation from occurring, continuing or recurring, 
or, in so far as such harm to the environment is authorised by law or cannot reasonably be avoided or stopped, 
to minimise and rectify such pollution or degradation of the environment.” 


 
31. This department shall not be held responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the holder or his (or 


her) successor in title in any instance where the authorised activity is temporarily or permanently stopped for 
reasons of non-compliance by the holder with the conditions of the directive or any other subsequent 
document emanating from the conditions of this directive. 


 
32. The holder of the directive will be held responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions contained in 


this directive. This includes any person acting on the holder’s behalf, including but not limited to an agent, 
servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant, or person rendering a service to the holder of the 
directive. 


 
 


Acknowledgement of Receipt: 
 
 
Signed by           
 
On behalf of the company          
 
On this    day of       2023, at     Signature 
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Comments:

Kindly note the following prima facie contraventions having occurred and/ or currently in
practice  during the commenting period window that closes 13 November 2023:-

1. It is alleged, herewith, that Knysna Municipality has commenced activities using heavy
machinery to  reshape earth embankments in the Howard Street road reserve and central
river channel off Howard Street -at the intersection of the main stream central channel and
under road culverts-, as of approx. 13H00, 02 November 2023. Photographic evidence of
both vehicles and personnel involved together with  witnesses to the activities has been
documented.

2. Kindly note that the Knysna Municipality, has published and called for a tender
RFQ250/2023/24 as of 13/10/2023 and closed out on 20/10/2023 re: 'Appointment of a
freshwater Consultant for the removal of silt and thinning of reeds in the reeds bed
between Howard Street and Wilson Street according to S30 A Directive'  with facilitator
P. Booth fulfilling a role as the Knysna Municipality representative.( emphasis of the
writer)

Whereas,

It is noted with concern;-

2.1  the above recorded contraventions -perceived or actual- raises numerous issues vis-a-
vis; conflict of interest,  legality of the MMP, actual or potential contraventions of the
NEMA regulations, actual or potential contraventions in the advertised Listing Notice
content, and EAP practices pursuant to the procedural requirements, inclusive of the
NEMA Public Participation content and practice prerequisites. 
2.2 a record of 'silt' being recorded in the tender  without an assigned volume. We note
the advertised Listing Notice specifications do not refer to any soil or silt being considered
in the MMP application process or subject to  NEMA listing regulations.
2.3  the tender has been published  with the content already determined and/or the scope of
work to be assigned to the contractor  to be defined,  before the end of the commenting
period. The ability to provide valid bona fide commentary has, unfortunately, been denied
to  I&APs. Refer to Knysna's : Tender Portal.
2.4 Comments are not exhaustive of the above recorded issues and will be developed
accordingly- inclusive of the EAP's comments on the above issues.

3. We reserve fully all our respective legal rights.

I respectfully request that you investigate the following comments and issues. The EAP is
respectfully requested to practice  legality doctrine in attending to the recorded issues and
make apparent the necessary  disclosures. We respectfully request that you  record with us
any comments you may have.

Sincerely 
Philip Burns
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Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

Mercia Liddle 

Biodiversity and Coastal Management 

Mercia.Liddle@westerncape.gov.za | Tel: 021 483 4627 

CMU Reference: 17/1/8(CMU 076/2023) 

The EAP 

CAPE EAPrac 

P. O. Box 2070 

GEORGE 

6530 

Attention: Louise-Mari van Zyl 

Tel: 044 874 0365 

Email: louise@cape-eaprac.co.za 

Dear Madam 

RE: REQUEST FOR COMMENT FROM THE SUB-DIRECTORATE: COASTAL MANAGEMENT ON THE 

BIGAI WETLAND MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT PLAN (MMP) KNYSNA MUNICIPAL DISTRICT. 

1. LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

1.1. The Integrated Coastal Management Act, 2008 (Act No. 24 of 2008) (“NEM: ICMA”) is a 

Specific Environmental Management Act under the umbrella of the National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (“NEMA”).  The NEM: ICMA sets out to manage 

the nation’s coastal resources, promote social equity and best economic use of coastal 

resources whilst protecting the natural environment.  In terms of Section 38 of the NEM: ICMA, 

the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (‘the Department’) is 

the provincial lead agency for coastal management in the Western Cape as well as the 

competent authority for the administration of the “Management of public launch sites in the 

coastal zone (GN No. 497, 27 June 2014) “Public Launch Site Regulations”.   

1.2. The Department, in pursuant of fulfilling its mandate, is implementing the Provincial Coastal 

Management Programme (“PCMP”). The PCMP is a five (5) year strategic document, and 

its purpose is to provide all departments and organisations with an integrated, coordinated 

and uniform approach to coastal management in the Province.  The Department has 

developed the next generation PCMP that includes priority objectives for the next 5 years. 

This PCMP was endorsed by the MEC on 27 March 2023 and may be viewed at 

https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/about-us/meet-chief-directorates/environmental-

sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management. 

http://www.westerncape.gov.za/
mailto:Mercia.Liddle@westerncape.gov.za
mailto:louise@cape-eaprac.co.za
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/about-us/meet-chief-directorates/environmental-sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/about-us/meet-chief-directorates/environmental-sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management
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1.3. A key priority of the PCMP is the Estuary Management Programme, which is predominantly 

implemented through the Estuary Management Framework and Implementation Strategy 

(“EMFIS”) project.  The Department is implementing estuary management in accordance 

with the NEM: ICMA and the National Estuarine Management Protocol (“NEMP”). Relevant 

guidelines, Estuarine Management Plans, Mouth Management Plans need to be considered 

when any listed activities are triggered in the Estuarine Functional Zone.  The Department is 

in the process of approving a series of Estuarine Management Plans.  Both draft and 

approved plans may be viewed at DEA&DP: Coastal Management. 

1.4. The facilitation of public access to the coast is an objective of the NEM: ICMA as well as a 

Priority in the WC PCMP.  The Department developed the Provincial Coastal Access Strategy 

and Plan, 2017 (“PCASP”) and commissioned coastal access audits per municipal district to 

assist municipalities with identifying existing, historic, and desired public coastal access. 

These coastal access audits also identify hotspots or areas of conflict to assist the 

municipalities with facilitating public access in terms of Section 18 of the NEM: ICMA.  The 

PCASP as well as the coastal access audits are available on the Departmental website at 

DEA&DP: Coastal Management. 

2. COMMENT

2.1 The sub-directorate: Coastal Management (“SD: CM”) has reviewed the information as 

specified above and have the following commentary: 

2.1.1 The applicant is proposing a Maintenance Management Plan for the Bigai River Floodplain 

in the Knysna Municipality to clear culverts/existing stormwater channels in the wetland.  The 

majority of the work is proposed to be conducted by hand with some areas requiring minimal 

machinery to excavate material. Furthermore, the recommended maintenance will not 

involve the development of any new structures or infrastructure.  

2.1.2 The SD: CM notes that the Bigai River system feeds into the Knysna Estuary which provides an 

important function of providing freshwater to the estuary but currently this function is being 

compromised by the blockages.  

2.1.3 The applicant has adequately considered the estuarine functional zone (“EFZ”) and its 

purpose as some parts of the proposed maintenance sites are along the Knysna Estuary. The 

SD: CM also notes that the applicant considered the DEA&DP 2013 Lidar survey data of 

coastal areas.  

2.1.4 The MMP adequately considered critical biodiversity and ecological support areas in 

accordance with the Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan (2017). 

2.1.5 The proposed mitigation measures as stipulated in the draft MMP are appropriate and 

practical and should be strictly adhered to, and as such the SD: CM does not object the 

Maintenance Management Plan for the Bigai River Floodplain.  

http://www.westerncape.gov.za/
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/about-us/meet-chief-directorates/environmental-sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/about-us/meet-chief-directorates/environmental-sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management
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3. The applicant must be reminded of their general duty of care and the remediation of

environmental damage, in terms of Section 28(1) of NEMA, which, specifically states that:

“…Every person who causes, has caused or may cause significant pollution or degradation of

the environment must take reasonable measures to prevent such pollution or degradation

from occurring, continuing or recurring, or, in so far as such harm to the environment is

authorised by law or cannot reasonably be avoided or stopped, to minimise and rectify such

pollution or degradation of the environment…” together with Section 58 of the NEM: ICMA

which refers to one’s duty to avoid causing adverse effects on the coastal environment.

4. The SD: CM reserves the right to revise its comments and request further information from you

based on any information that may be received.

Yours faithfully 

______________________________________ 

Ieptieshaam Bekko 

CONTROL ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER 

SUB-DIRECTORATE: COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

DATE: 03 November 2023 

http://www.westerncape.gov.za/


From: Johan Olivier
To: Louise-Mari van Zyl
Subject: Re: Bigai basin wetland system :Knysna
Date: Friday, 03 November 2023 11:47:43

Goeie more Louise-Mari

Hiermee my bydrae tot die debat rondom die Bigai sisteem

1 Ek stel voor n kommittee moet gestig word, "Bigai Kommittee".
- die lede moet hoofsaaklik inwoners rondom die vlei wees (4), golfbaan(1), munisipaliteit(1), parkeraad(1).
- die BK moet autonoom wees en self besluite kan neem tov onderhoud en beheer
- bevondsing vir die take van die kommittee moet van die munisipaliteit kom as deel van die algemene
begroting.
2 Riool: Dit is baie skokkend duidelik dat die vaal van munisipale infrastrutuur tov riool veroorsaak geweldige
uitdagings. Deksels moet beveilig word dat hulle nie kan oopmaak en uitlek nie. Die pomp area moet beveilig
word dat riool nie in die vlei loop, wanneer die pomp wanfunksioneer nie.
3 Ek wil dit op rekord plaas dat ons die toedrag van sake het, weens munisipale wanbestuur.
Hulle moet derhalwe nie meer in beheer wees van die toekomstige hantering van die Bigai Vlei nie.

Die uwe

Dr Johan Olivier

Sent from my iPad

> On 13 Oct 2023, at 8:21 AM, Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za> wrote:
>
> Skuus Dr Olivier, ek sien nou ek het bietjie vinnig deur u epos gelees en nie die korrekte aanspreekvorm
opgelet nie.  Ons rolspelerregister sal wel dit korrek aanteken.
>
> Vriendelike Groete
> Louise-Mari v Zyl
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Louise-Mari van Zyl
> Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 8:17 AM
> To: Johan Olivier <jcknysna@icloud.com>
> Subject: Bigai basin wetland system :Knysna
>
> Good Morning Mr Olivier,
>
> Thank you so much for your email received in good order.  I have added your details to the Stakeholder
Register on this application and will be sure to keep you informed throughout the remainder of the process.
>
> Please note that some maintenance work will commence without delay given the need to alleviate flooding,
however such has been authorised by the National Department of Environmental Affairs under an emergency
Section 30A Directive already (although future maintenance will still have to be conducted in terms of the
Maintenance Management Plan).
>
> The General Authorisation (GA) in terms of the National Water Act was also issued yesterday with specific
conditions the Municipality must adhere to when maintenance is undertaken.
>
> Attached please find a copy of the draft Maintenance Management Plan for your perusal and comment. 
Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me, alternatively I look forward to receiving your
submission by no later than 13 November 2023.
>
> Kind regards / Met Vriendelike Groete,

mailto:jcknysna@icloud.com
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> Louise-Mari van Zyl
> Cape EAPrac
> 044-8740365
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Johan Olivier <jcknysna@icloud.com>
> Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 7:15 AM
> To: Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za>
> Subject: Bigai basin wetland system :Knysna
>
> Good morning Louise
>
> I would like to register as an Interested and Affected Party and thus would like to give my comments, advice
and plan going forward.
>
> Dr Johan Olivier
> 6904085156088
> 6 Thesenstreet
> Huntershome
> Knysna
> 0828561246
>
> Kind regard
>
> Johan Olivier
>
> Sent from my iPad
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From: Louise-Mari van Zyl
To: Vanessa Weyer
Subject: RE: Draft MMP Bigai Wetland Maintenance Management Plan for COMMENT
Date: Tuesday, 24 October 2023 15:26:00

Hallo Vanessa,

My apologies for the delayed response.

I have a copy of the national Screening Tool and Site Sensitivity Verification Report that typically follows the
Screening Tool I can send you.

The document you have as the MMP is the one currently circulating for comment.

Comment period only ends 13 November, so some time still.  Please let me know if you need any specific
information.  I can also arrange for Dr Dabrowski to assist with any queries or clarifications if need be (she is
the aquatic specialist who mostly compiled the report).

The Municipality did in the interim obtain a Section 30A Directive for emergency work following the recent
heavy rains – some areas form part of the MMP (but getting done earlier ito emergency provisions), but future
maintenance will still have to be undertaken under the MMP once approved.

I hope this provides some clarity.  And good luck with taking up the helm!!!

Kind regards / Met Vriendelike Groete,

From: Vanessa Weyer <Vanessa.Weyer@sanparks.org>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za>
Subject: FW: Draft MMP Bigai Wetland Maintenance Management Plan for COMMENT

<

Morning Louise,

mailto:Vanessa.Weyer@sanparks.org


I have taken over from Maretha Alant.

Could you please advise if the commenting period has closed for this application and further if there are
additional documents available.

Kind regards,

From: Louise-Mari van Zyl <louise@cape-eaprac.co.za <mailto:louise@cape-eaprac.co.za> >
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 1:45 PM
To: DEADP-EIAAdmin George <DEADPEIAAdmin.George@westerncape.gov.za
<mailto:DEADPEIAAdmin.George@westerncape.gov.za> >; Danie Swanepoel
<Danie.Swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za <mailto:Danie.Swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za> >; Ieptieshaam
Bekko <ieptieshaam.bekko@westerncape.gov.za <mailto:ieptieshaam.bekko@westerncape.gov.za> >; Megan
Simons <msimons@capenature.co.za <mailto:msimons@capenature.co.za> >; Colin Fordham
<landuseadvicesouth@capenature.co.za <mailto:landuseadvicesouth@capenature.co.za> >;
BCAdmin@environment.gov.za <mailto:BCAdmin@environment.gov.za> ; RMagodi@dffe.gov.za
<mailto:RMagodi@dffe.gov.za> ; tleballo@dffe.gov.za <mailto:tleballo@dffe.gov.za> ; Maretha Alant
<maretha.alant@sanparks.org <mailto:maretha.alant@sanparks.org> >; Mercia J Liddle
<Mercia.Liddle@westerncape.gov.za <mailto:Mercia.Liddle@westerncape.gov.za> >; Owen Govender
<owen.govender@sanparks.org <mailto:owen.govender@sanparks.org> >; Megan Taplin
<megan.taplin@sanparks.org <mailto:megan.taplin@sanparks.org> >
Subject: Draft MMP Bigai Wetland Maintenance Management Plan for COMMENT

Good Afternoon,

RE: REQUEST FOR COMMENT ON THE BIGAI WETLAND MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT PLAN,
KNYSNA MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Your attention is drawn to the attached MMP for the Bigain Wetland in Knysna. 

The Bigai Wetland runs through a portion of Knysna, bordering and including the Knysna Municipal Golf
Club.  It is a small catchment area.  Historical and continued development along this catchment has resulted in
(A) an increase in hardened surfaces which equates to an increase in stormwater runoff volumes and (B) there
has been substantial erosion in this catchment area resulting in siltation and sediment blocking existing culverts
and stormwater channels in the wetland.  The system feeds into the Knysna Estuary and it is important that its
function of providing freshwater to the Estuary is maintained (currently the blockages are compromising this
function).
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As a result, culverts and stormwater channels in the wetland are blocked (either by vegetation growth or
sediment), resulting in chronic flooding which has increased over time.  Some of the streets within this study
area is permanently inundated with water resulting in tremendous challenges to residents and municipal workers
alike who has to traverse these streets on a daily basis.  This MMP is ONLY for the clearing of culverts/existing
stormwater channels in the wetland.  The majority of work will be done by hand with some areas requiring
minimal machinery to excavate material.

The recommended maintenance work does not involve the development of any new infrastructure or structures. 
In summary, Table 9 of the draft MMP stipulates each of the areas (culverts) that must be cleaned out, along
with their coordinates (these are also all mapped) and the necessary work methods and mitigation measures.

This document is in draft format and has been compiled by Confluent Consulting on behalf of the Knysna
Municipality (as the landowner and Applicant).  Confluent Consulting in turn requested that Cape EAPrac assist
with the stakeholder engagement process prior to submission of the Final MMP to the National Department of
Fisheries, Forestry & Environmental Affairs (DFFE) for decision-making.

During consultation with the DFFE, the Case Officer requested that the draft MMP be distributed to Key
Stakeholders (Authorities) ahead of the official 30-day commenting period to allow some additional time for
Authorities to review and submit comment on this draft document.

The DFFE has highlighted the importance, to them, of having your comment (if applicable) to inform their
decision-making process.

You will also be receiving the official (30-day) commenting period day notice, which will contain the last day
(date) for submission of comments.  In the interim however please do take some time to consider this MMP and
should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Considering the recent flooding over the weekend, the Municipality urgently needs to conduct the maintenance
work as stipulated in this MMP.  Your input is therefore requested at your earliest convenience.

Kind regards / Met Vriendelike Groete,



 <https://www.sanparks.org/promotions/wild-is-your-backyard.php>

________________________________

Disclaimer: 1) Confidentiality: This email communication and any attachments sent from
maretha.alant@sanparks.org <mailto:maretha.alant@sanparks.org>  to vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com
<mailto:vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com>  on 2023-09-26 13:51:12 are confidential and may contain privileged or
copyright information. You may not present this message to another party without consent from the sender. If
you are not vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com <mailto:vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com>  please notify
maretha.alant@sanparks.org <mailto:maretha.alant@sanparks.org>  and delete this email and you are notified
that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is
strictly prohibited. 2) Liability: This email is not a binding agreement and does not conclude an agreement
without the express confirmation by the sender's superior or relevant authorisation of SANParks. 3) Viruses:
SANParks does not certify that this email is free of viruses or defects. 4) Requested: SANParks does not
consent to its employees sending un-asked for emails which contravene the law. In the event that you feel this
email is such, please notify SANParks in order for the appropriate corrective action to be taken. 5) Advice: Any
views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
SANParks. Any actions taken on the basis of this email are at the reader's own risk. 6) Other: The sender of this
email is expressly required not make any defamatory statements. Any such communication is contrary to
SANParks policy and outside the scope of the employment of the individual concerned. SANParks will not
accept any liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally liable
for any damages or other liability arising. Thank you. South African National Parks 643 Leyds Street,
Muckleneuk, Pretoria, South Africa

 <https://www.sanparks.org/promotions/wild-is-your-backyard.php>

________________________________

Disclaimer: 1) Confidentiality: This email communication and any attachments sent from
vanessa.weyer@sanparks.org to louise@cape-eaprac.co.za on 2023-10-23 08:40:30 are confidential and may
contain privileged or copyright information. You may not present this message to another party without consent
from the sender. If you are not louise@cape-eaprac.co.za please notify vanessa.weyer@sanparks.org and delete
this email and you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the
contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 2) Liability: This email is not a binding agreement and does
not conclude an agreement without the express confirmation by the sender's superior or relevant authorisation of
SANParks. 3) Viruses: SANParks does not certify that this email is free of viruses or defects. 4) Requested:
SANParks does not consent to its employees sending un-asked for emails which contravene the law. In the
event that you feel this email is such, please notify SANParks in order for the appropriate corrective action to be
taken. 5) Advice: Any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of SANParks. Any actions taken on the basis of this email are at the reader's own
risk. 6) Other: The sender of this email is expressly required not make any defamatory statements. Any such
communication is contrary to SANParks policy and outside the scope of the employment of the individual
concerned. SANParks will not accept any liability in respect of such communication, and the employee
responsible will be personally liable for any damages or other liability arising. Thank you. South African
National Parks 643 Leyds Street, Muckleneuk, Pretoria, South Africa

https://www.sanparks.org/promotions/wild-is-your-backyard.php
mailto:maretha.alant@sanparks.org
mailto:vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com
mailto:vweyer@ther2ainmodel.com
mailto:maretha.alant@sanparks.org
https://www.sanparks.org/promotions/wild-is-your-backyard.php


From: A Smithen
To: Louise-Mari van Zyl
Subject: Bigai Wetland Environmental Maintenance Management Plan
Date: Tuesday, 07 November 2023 20:14:16

Good evening Ms van Zyl,

I was walking in the Bigai wetland area today and noticed your call for comments on the MMP.
Would it be possible for me to get a copy? If it can be mailed to me at this address I would
appreciate it. Otherwise let me know where I can have access to it.

Regards
Andy Smithen

AA SMITHEN
Email: aasmithen@outlook.com
Phone: +27 82 600 8793
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Project Name : Bigai Wetland System Maintenance
Management Plan

Name : Keith
Surname : Turner
Title : Mr
Telephone : 082 491 1562
Fax :
Cell : 082 491 1562
Email: : knysguy@gmail.com
Postal Details : 36A Wilson Street 

Hunters Home 
Knysna

Post Code : 6571
Preferred method of communication : Email
Initial Comment :

Sending Time: 2023-10-31 07:53:38

User Agent: Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko) Chrome/118.0.0.0
Safari/537.36 Edg/118.0.2088.76

Host: 41-133-142-41.dyn.mweb.co.za

IP: 41.133.142.41

PORT: 55652

User: Guest

From: Online Registration
To: Registration (Shared Mailbox)
Subject: Website Registration
Date: Tuesday, 31 October 2023 07:54:09

mailto:knysguy@gmail.com
mailto:from_mail@yourdomain.com
mailto:registration@cape-eaprac.co.za
L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight

L van Zyl
Highlight




